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FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
We welcome visitors to our art gallery with 
great pride because of the beauty, excel-
lence and relevance of the carefully curated 
work, as well as the fact that it is always 
open and free to the public. 

The Gold Coast Arts Center’s mission in-
cludes exhibition and education and, to that 
end, we offer the work of living artists of 
national reputation, as well as the work of up 
and coming artists, whose work often re-
flects trends in our national dialogue. Artists 
make themselves available to the public 
at our artists receptions, which launch and 

occasionally mark the end of an exhibit, giving the public additional 
opportunities to ask questions of the artist directly and to listen to 
the explanations and philosophy that each artist brings to his/her 
work.

• School tours are available for teachers, students, and their 
guests to enjoy unique and custom tailored tours of each exhib-
it, followed by an art experience led by one of our talented art 
teachers. 

• Docent tours are also available by appointment in order to share 
information about the exhibit. These tours can be especially 
meaningful for those who may not have a deep background in 
viewing art.

• The Gift Shop offers items for sale that are by the artist or about 
the artist on display on our walls, as well as other items that can 
be purchased as gifts or souvenirs.

All works are for sale and a significant portion of each sale is do-
nated to the Gold Coast Arts Center and its School for the Arts in 
order to help us continue to maintain our facility and to support our 
programs. That portion is tax deductible as allowed by law and rep-
resents a charitable contribution to our Center.

Thank you for coming and please enjoy information we provide 
about our other programs and services!

 Regina Gil
Founder/Executive Director



In the exhibition, COLLECTIVE CONSCIOUSNESS, we 
present artists who are making their comments on Man’s 
relationship with the planet, our planet. The gallery affords 
these artists a platform from which they use their artistic 
power to bring the subject of environmentalism to the 
forefront and to make green initiatives the subject of 
cultural conversations. 

Many artists take the relationship between Art and the 
environment a step further and create works from Nature 
itself, using natural elements of stone, bone, plants, sand 
or seeds, to make the artistic statement they seek. Others 
make bold statements about the natural world through the 
use of multi media, graphic design and video installations, 
expressing their views about the imprint that humankind 
has left and continues to leave on our planet. 

 We hope that you will appreciate both the visual elegance 
of these works, as well as the feelings and thoughts that 
have impelled these artists to create them, inspiring all to 
have conversations about the environment. 

 
Jude Amsel

Curator 
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ARTIST STATEMENT 
My work explores methods of mak-
ing assemblage sculptures, conglom-
erations, installations, and figurines. 
There’s that sensation of falling for 
process, the chase of finding the 
unexpected, and learning how it 
occurs. From that knowledge I attain, 
I make intentional decisions regard-
ing textural surfaces, glazes, slips 
and clay applications, truly changing 
the context of the piece from a study 
to a solution. I respond to changes 
and observe balance in my work, 

seeking to push an uneasy tension 
between materials and form. Each 
new sculpture is a moment, some-
thing new that has been achieved or 
understood, taking me further into 
my experience with ceramics.

laurenskellybailey.com

Below: 

Detail: Stacking Up” (2016)
Porcelain, stoneware, slip, glaze, resin, & 
flock
8” x 6” x 4”

LAUREN SKELLY BAILEY





Left (Top): 

Desert Power Plant in the Sacred Land  
(2016)
Archival pigment inkjet print
24” x 36” 

ARTIST STATEMENT 
The Desert Walk Photo and Video 
Series explores the connection 
with our environments by featuring 
America’s diverse desert land-
scapes with superimposed digital 
drawings of various biological life 
forms over the artist’s walk  
performance. The silhouette 
graphics of biological life forms 
such as cells, pollen, reproductive 

organs, embryos, and skeletons in 
the sky tell a story of the cycle of 
life and our co-existence with the 
Earth. 

Cho’s personal journey from a 
difficult pregnancy to mother-
hood and upbringing in a family 
of physicians encouraged her to 
examine the relationship between 
the biological life forms and their 
habitats. The Desert Walk Series 
encapsulates beauty, destruction, 
and preservation of the land we 
live in.

www.yooncho.com

Left (Bottom): 

Executive Function  (2017)
Archival pigment print
30” x 45”

ARTIST STATEMENT 
From the threshold between 
participation and observation, I 
break with day to day experience. 
Familiar with the ethnographer’s 
dilemma, I embrace this betwixt 
state as the key to being human: 
we act as protagonist and critic 
in our own lives so that we can 
bridge the gap between individu-
al and collective. 

My work exposes reductive dual-
ities and challenges the ordinary 
relationship between perceiv-

er and perceived by provoking 
reflexive thought. While dualities 
like “self versus other” make 
us feel safe, I ask the viewer 
to consider their own role and 
suggest that ultimately we are 
the source of what we perceive. 
My work explores a range of 
subjects, literal and figurative, in 
an embrace of liminality and in 
confrontation with a binary view. 
The result transforms the sub-
ject/object relationship from real 
to metaphor and liberates a state 
of being—one. 

www.promulgator.com

YOON CHO

CHARLES COHEN



Above:
South Bronx Waterfront Sagas- shards: 
“THE NEW VISION” (2016) 
36” x 76”  
Canvas, collage, pastel, acrylic, photo 
transfer  

ARTIST STATEMENT 
Collaged canvas with torn edges 
convey contradictions document-
ed with photo-transferred images,  
layered with acrylic and pastel 
revealing a broken South Bronx his-
tory, an urban renewal tragedy, an 
area  once the retreat of choice for 
fresh air and greenery.  The shards 
of information and vistas evoke the 
Port Morris harbor where barges 
once docked and youth swam off a 

pier in the East River. The beautiful 
open vistas are now inaccessible 
to the residents of the Mott Haven 
and Port Morris areas of the South 
Bronx, abandoned and dominated 
by deteriorating remains, rotting 
remnants of piers, power stations 
and City Waste transfer stations.
 
Cunningham’s work centers upon 
time, transience, contradictions, 
and compelling environmental con-
cerns juxtaposed against industry 
and urban blight.

www.lindalcunningham.com

LINDA CUNNINGHAM



BETH WILLIAMS GARRETT

Above: 

Detail: BUDDHA HEAD No. 2  (2010)
Plastic bags 
35” H

ARTIST STATEMENT 
I studied painting at the Rhode Island 
School of Design and have shown my 
artwork up and down the East Coast. 
I was a painter until 2010, when 
searching for a suitable sculpting ma-
terial, I stumbled upon using plastic 
bags as a medium. I have always felt 
my work was autobiographical, as a 
woman and focused on the female 
figure.

The inspiration for my first sculptures 
came from my travels to Buddhist 
temples in Japan and ancient ruins in 
Rome. 

Since then, I have been exploring 
what I can do with the plastic bags. 
My newest endeavors have been 
combining the 3-dimensional work 
with the 2-dimensional work as relief/
multi media pieces and I continue 
making heads as I love how the plas-
tic bags lend themselves to creating 
facial expressions.

bethwilliamsgarrettart.webs.com
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NANCY GESIMONDO

Above: 

EVENING PRAYERS III (2017)
Assemblage w. seashells & peacock 
feathers
20” x 20” x 2”

ARTIST STATEMENT 
My work is an exploration of ma-
teriality and science that results 
in new visceral narratives. I create 
assemblages comprised of natural 
materials such as shells, feathers, 
seedpods, semi-precious stones, 
rocks and crystal formations.The 
juxtaposition of these found ele-
ments results in surreal landscapes, 

imaginal creatures and hybrid 
specimens that aim to suggest the 
exploration and sense of mystery of 
an archeologist assembling vestiges 
of a distant past with no true refer-
ence of their origin. 
 My work is a reflection of my ap-
preciation of nature’s beauty and 
diversity, as well as my concern for 
its decline. The delicate fragments 
imbue the work with an ethereal 
quality that portends a futuristic 
glimpse of the place we call home.

www.nancygesimondo.com



LUBA LUKOVA

Above: 

Peace and Planet (2015)
Silkscreen 
27.5” x 39.25” 

ARTIST STATEMENT: 
Luba Lukova creates images that 
she hopes will catalyze action and 
change the world. Her thought-pro-
voking posters address essential 
themes of humanity and injustice 
worldwide. Her messages help 
viewers develop empathetic un-
derstanding for social and cultural 

issues through indelible metaphors 
and an economy of line, color, and 
text. Lukova’s work is included 
in the permanent collections of 
MoMa; Denver Art Museum; Biblio-
thèque nationale de France; Hong 
Kong Heritage Museum; Centre de 
la Gravure et de l’Image imprimée, 
La Louvière, Belgium; the Library 
of Congress; and the World Bank, 
Washington, D.C. 

www.lukova.net 
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GOLD COAST ARTS CENTER ADMINISTRATION
Regina Gil / Founder & Executive Director
Caroline Sorokoff / Associate Director  
Lauren Wagner / Director of Marketing & Development
Ellen Schiff / Director School for the Arts 
Kacie Bogan / Arts & Film Associate 
Ronni Berger / Events & Performances 
Kimberly Pogorelis / Associate School Director
Sonia Arora / Director of Outreach – Artists Residencies
Jude Amsel / Gallery Director

The Gold Coast Arts Center is an independent 501(c)(3) not-
for-profit organization serving the Long Island and greater 
New York community for over 20 years and dedicated to pro-
moting and supporting the arts through education, exhibi-
tion, performance and outreach. Since our founding in 1995, 
over 100,000 people of all ages and backgrounds have taken 
advantage of our many classes, live performances, programs, 
workshops, films and art exhibits. Every day we provide 
students, teachers, parents, senior citizens and community 
members with opportunities to learn about, discuss, view, 
enjoy, share and make art!

GCAC is proud to be an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts: Partners in Education pro-
gram and the National Gallery of Art in Washington D.C. We 
are also active partners with several universities and school 
districts throughout Long Island and Queens.
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